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WE INSPIRE, CHERISH AND BELIEVE
IN EACH PERSON THAT THEY MIGHT FLOURISH 

AND FULFIL THEIR POTENTIAL

 Goodbye & Good Luck 
to all our leavers

We wish you all the very best for a
bright future ahead!

As we reach the end of the school year, we say a warm and heartfelt goodbye to our Year 6
children as they move on to secondary school. We’re incredibly proud of all they’ve achieved

and wish them every success in the exciting journey ahead.
We also say goodbye to other children moving on to new schools. Thank you for being part of

our Barnham family—we hope you take fond memories with you and know you’ll always be
welcome here.

This week, we also said a very special farewell to Mrs Bird, who leaves after 21 years of
dedicated service to become a Headteacher. We are so proud of her and send our love and

thanks for everything she has given to Barnham.
Finally, we extend our thanks and best wishes to Mrs Balugas and Mrs Evans as they too

move on. Thank you for your contributions and good luck for the future.



Leavers Celebrations

Year 6 have had a wonderful week celebrating the end of their Primary School career. They’ve
had water fights, special swimming lessons, a BBQ and just a fantastic time making many

happy memories!
Thank you Year 6 for sharing your special memories with us at your final assembly. 



After 21 amazing years at Barnham, it’s time for me to say goodbye. It’s hard to put into words just
how much this place means to me. It’s been more than a job — it’s been a huge part of my life.

I’ve been so lucky to work with incredible people and to be part of so many special moments with
children and families over the years. I’ll always be grateful for the laughter, the learning and the

sense of community that made this school feel like home.
Thank you all, from the bottom of my heart, for the memories and the support; I’ll miss it more

than I can say.
With love and warm wishes.

Marie Bird 

Our New Chickens have been named...
Freedom & Storm

Egg-citing News!

We’re clucking with joy to announce the winners of our
chicken-naming competition! Huge congratulations to Jude,
whose cracking creativity gave us two brilliant names: Storm
and Freedom. The hens have taken to their new names like

ducks to water (or should we say...chickens to corn?).

Thanks to everyone who entered — you all made it a truly egg-
cellent contest!

Thank you from all our staff!
As we come to the end of another school year, we would like to extend our sincere thanks to all our
children and families for the incredibly kind cards, thoughtful gifts, beautiful flowers, and generous
messages of thanks. We have truly been overwhelmed by your kindness and generosity—it means so

much to us all.
We would also like to thank everyone who has contributed to our Appreciation Station. The heartfelt
messages are still coming in thick and fast, and they’ve brought many smiles to our staff. There is still
time to contribute if you would like to share a message—we’ll be passing them on to staff throughout

the summer holidays as a boost of encouragement and appreciation.
If you’d like to add your message, you can do so here:

Thank you again for your continued support—it is a privilege to work with such a thoughtful and caring
school community.

A Message from Mrs Bird

Barnham Appreciation Station

https://forms.gle/bGvJBRcFZ3J76JCN8


Year 5 & 6 Performance of Aladdin

It was sheer genie-us!
Squirrel and Otter Classes whisked the audience away on a magic carpet ride with their

spectacular production of Aladdin Trouble. From rubbing lamps to dodging Abanazar’s wicked
schemes, every performer shone brighter than the genie’s lamp.

The performance was a joyful showcase of outstanding acting, singing, and dancing. The talent and
enthusiasm of the children lit up the stage, creating a pantomime that was both hilarious and

heartwarming.



Year 5 & 6 Performance of Aladdin

A huge well done to all the
children for their hard work
and energy in bringing the

show to life, and a special thank
you to the staff and adults who
helped make this unforgettable

performance possible.



News from Squirrel Class 
In Science we have been learning all about Space! We have learnt how the
Earth rotates on an axis, with the moon orbiting around the Earth and the
Earth orbiting the sun. We acted this out and may have got slightly dizzy

with all of the spinning!

To help us understand each phase of the lunar cycle, we used oreos to
create our own diagrams of the lunar month! And yes, Miss Cross did let us

eat them at the end!

We also learnt about day and night, understanding time zones across the world and the rotation
of the Earth on its axis. To help us understand this, we linked our science learning to our History
topic - the Ancient Maya. The Maya used sun dials to tell the time, so we set up an experiment
throughout the day to mark on a paper plate the movement of the sun and the change in the
shadows it creates. We measured each shadow’s length and marked each shadow as it moved

around our plates creating a clock! We then decorated our clocks to turn them into Ancient
Maya style sundials. 

In our previous History topic, we finished off learning about Ancient Greek pottery and created
our own Greek designs.



Summer Holiday Activity Ideas

Preparation for Next Academic Year

Summer Holiday Calendar

We have tried to improve our transition support for children this year and have provided a
wealth of resources to support your child. We hope that these will help with the summer

holidays and transition. 
Please do let us know if you have misplaced the paperwork and we can send you electronic

versions of all of these documents. 

The purpose of this calendar is to help them easily see
which days are part of their holiday and when school

will start again.
We know that many children enjoy having a clear sense

of routine, and marking off each day can give them a
fun and visual way to track the time. It also helps build

awareness and independence as they learn to
understand dates and look forward to planned

activities or special events.
We’ve colour coded school days green and holiday

days yellow. 
Feel free to add little images, post it notes etc to jot
down any family plans and we encourage you to use

the calendar together at home. Whether it’s counting
down to a trip, noting down a playdate, or simply

crossing off the days, we hope this calendar brings a
little more structure—and a lot more excitement—to

the holiday break.

The purpose of this booklet was to provide activity ideas for the summer holidays under the
following categories:

- Supporting Transition
- Keeping learning going

- Getting outdoors
They are all optional and just to give you some ideas but we hope that children will find these

fun and engaging. We’d love to see any photos, please feel free to e mail these to
admin@barnham.suffolk.sch.uk



Help your child feel confident and ready for September with these quick summer tips:
Stay Positive – Talk about the new class or school with enthusiasm to ease worries.

Keep Routines Going – Stick to regular sleep, meals, and activities to maintain structure.
Visit or Visualise – Walk past the school or look at photos to build familiarity.

Read Together – Try storybooks about starting school or moving up a year or keep reading the
Barnham transition booklets and have them readily accessible to read through the holidays.

Build Independence – Practice dressing, toileting, and packing a lunch or school bag.
Connect with Friends – Arrange playdates or meet-ups if possible.

Countdown to School – A fun calendar can help your child prepare mentally. (We will send one home
next week that you can use!)

Listen and Reassure – Let your child share any worries and remind them it’s normal.
Label Everything – Avoid lost property by naming clothes and belongings!
Have Fun! – Enjoy summer together—happy memories build confidence.

Top Tips for Transition

Preparation for Next Academic Year
Transition Story Booklets

SENDing News

Each teacher prepared a transition story booklet for their class. 
Our hope is that you will keep reading this with your child over the holidays so that there worries

about the new school year will hopefully reduce. 

If you haven’t read the final issue of SENDing
News for this school year, please do have a
read. There are tips for transition and some

ideas for supporting children with moving on
to Secondary School. 



Messages from FOBS 

We appreciate all FOBS do to support our school.
Thank you for supporting them too. Please consider
joining this small team in the new academic year!



PCSO Visit to Year 5 & 6

On Thursday, we were delighted to welcome PCSO Rachel Darvill into school to speak
with our Year 5 and 6 pupils. Her visit was both informative and inspiring, giving the

children a valuable insight into the importance of making positive choices in life.
During her session, PCSO Darvill spoke thoughtfully about a range of important topics,
including anti-social behaviour, theft, criminal damage, knife crime, and the safe use of

social media. She encouraged pupils to think carefully about the consequences of
their actions and the impact they can have on themselves and others.

We would like to extend a big thank you to PCSO Darvill for taking the time to visit and
share her experience and wisdom with us. Her message left a strong impression,

especially the quote she shared to end the session:
"Life choices. Always do your best to make the right ones... and always do your best to

learn from the wrong ones."
A powerful reminder that we all have the ability to shape our future by the decisions

we make — and that mistakes can become opportunities for growth if we are willing to
learn from them.



Summer Reading Challenge
 We would love you to sign up to Thetford Library Summer Reading
Challenge! We can’t wait to hear all the books that you are reading.



Our Value is Courage
Our Big Question this week has been:

What role does
faith play in giving

us courage?
This week in Collective Worship, Steph
shared 3 bible stories with us that all

highlights how Jesus was courageous. She
encouraged us to think about ‘What Would

Jesus Do?’ 
when we need to be reminded to be strong

and courageous. 
Thanks for visiting us Steph! We always

love your visits. 

Our COURAGE Bible Verse - Joshua 1 v 9- Be strong and courageous! 
Do not be afraid for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.

Extra Big Question
to ponder- How
can we practice

being courageous
in our daily lives?

Next Academic Year
Next academic year, we are going to have one big value and drive for the whole year and this is

going to be:

Resilience
Feel free to start conversations on this topic over the summer holidays.



Wednesday 3  Septemberrd Thursday 4  Septemberth Friday 5  Septemberth

Chicken goujons and herby
potatoes

OR
Quorn Fillet

Pancakes & ice cream

Chicken Roast 
OR 

Quorn Fillet

Ice lolly

Fish fillet, chips, beans and
veg
OR 

Vegi fingers

Lemon drizzle cake

OUR SCHOOL BIBLE VERSES:
“But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,

whose confidence is in him.
 They will be like a tree planted by the water

that sends out its roots by the stream.
It does not fear when heat comes;

 its leaves are always green.
It has no worries in a year of drought

 and never fails to bear fruit.”
Jeremiah 17:7-8

Jesus said ‘I am the vine; you
are the branches. 

Those who abide in my and I in
them, will bear much fruit.’

John 15:5

Lunch Menu for after the holidays

Autumn Term
1st September 2025 - 19th December 2025  (PD days 1st and 2nd - children start back on 3rd

September)
Half-term - Monday 27th October - Friday 31st October (PD day Friday 24th October)

Spring Term
5th January 2026 - 27th March 2026 (PD day 5th January - children return on 6th January)

Half-term - Monday 16th February - Friday 20th February
Summer Term

13th April -2026 - 20th July 2026 (PD day 20th July- children finish on 19th July)
Half-term - Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May

Term Dates 2025-2026

We look forward to seeing the children back to school on
Wednesday 3  September 2025 rd

Have a wonderful summer holiday! 


